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A RESOLUTION to commend Charles Franklin Holmes on his
many years of service as director of Community
Relations at the University of Memphis.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this body should recognize those individuals

who have performed their duties with remarkable skill and unprecedented devotion; and

WHEREAS, in 1962, Mr. Holmes became Director of Public Relations at the University

of Memphis where subsequently he was named Director of University Community Relations;

and

WHEREAS, as a result of his many faithful and exemplary years of service at the helm

of the department, Mr. Holmes has achieved admiration from the University and the citizens of

Memphis, Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, this sterling journalist served admirably as a reporter for The Commercial

Appeal from 1956 to 1962 where he eloquently covered major issues relative to Memphis and

Shelby County; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Holmes was deeply committed to serving his country; he proudly served

in the military with the 3rd Armored Division in Germany from 1958 to 1960.  One of his
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important duties was to respond to news inquiries regarding Elvis Presley’s life in the military;

and

WHEREAS, In 1968, Mr. Holmes assisted more than 300 news representatives from

around the world on special assignment with the Memphis Police Department.  He was in

charge of press relations relative to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Holmes also played an important role in setting press guidelines during

the noted trials of Jack Ruby in Dallas, Texas and Sirhan Sirhan in Los Angeles, California; and

WHEREAS, because of his diligent service in the area of public relations he has been

the proud recipient of several prestigious awards, including the Memphis State University

National Alumni Association Award, MSU’s Journalism Alumni Board Award and the Silver Quill

Award which named him “Public Relations Professional of the Year”; and

WHEREAS, he is truly a blessed man, sharing love and compassion with his beautiful

wife, Nancy Holmes and his two successful daughters, Charlotte and Katrina; and

WHEREAS, after 33 years of service to the University of Memphis, Mr. Holmes will

relinquish the mantle of leadership of his most important position; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING,

That we hereby commend Charles Franklin Holmes on his many years of superlative service as

Director of Community Relations of the University of Memphis, and extend our best wishes for

continued success.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


